Georgia Tech-Shanghai Summer Study Abroad Program
During summer 2005, 44 Georgia Tech students participated in a unique educational and cultural experience through the inaugural Shanghai Summer Program, a nine-week-long program located on the scenic Xuhui campus of Shanghai Jiaotong University (SJTU) in central Shanghai, China.  Enrolled students came from various disciplines, including Computer Science, International Affairs, Engineering, Management, Science, etc., as well as from other universities.  
Jointly sponsored by Tech's Office of International Education, the College of Engineering/School of ECE, and the Ivan Allen College/School of Economics, five Tech faculty members in partnership with SJTU led the program, with classes beginning on May 23 and ending on July 23. Dr. Haizheng Li, Associate Professor in the School of Economics and Dr. G. Tong Zhou, Professor in the School of ECE, served as co-directors of the program.

In addition to teaching nine undergraduate level courses in Chinese language, engineering, humanities, and social sciences, the Tech faculty provided students with opportunities for undergraduate research. Many students complemented their normal three class course load with non-credit courses, offered by SJTU, in Chinese cooking, Chinese painting, Chinese calligraphy, and Taijiquan (or Tai Chi).

During their summer stay in Shanghai, faculty and students lived on campus at the SJTU Faculty Club in the center of Shanghai and participated in 15 organized group activities, including language and culture orientations, field trips, parties/picnics, and dinner banquets. The students visited the Shanghai Stock Exchange, Shanghai Museum, Shanghai’s Old City, Yu Garden, etc.

The Shanghai Summer Program is a “general purpose” program where students can take humanities and social science courses that are relevant to the location, as well as engineering courses that are required for the students’ graduation. This is a program that enables the students to see China and graduate on-time.

Founded in 1896, SJTU is similar to Georgia Tech, as it is a leading engineering university that offers comprehensive academic programs. Comprised of several campuses, the University has more than 2,800 faculty and almost 38,000 full-time students. The Xuhui campus, located in the center of the city, is where the 2005 Shanghai Summer Program was housed.

The Georgia Tech-Shanghai Summer Study Abroad Program is open to students from all U.S. colleges and universities. The 2006 program is now accepting applications.  The program will accept up to 80 students for the Summer 2006 term.  

For more information or to apply for the program, please visit the web site, http://china.ece.gatech.edu/shanghai/index.html. 
